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being very light for a Stone of that Bulk. He further defcribes it to be of i 
yvhitith colour, lighter than Alli-coloar ; perchance {faith he) not unJikc 
to that recited out oiScaliger by M. Poyle in his jEjT'y ^f Firmncfs pag 238, 
^ul a'cris contain pafiea ifigypfeam turn ffcdent titm firmkati^ti co^Hcreverat. 
icbidnodeep afpeficies, and had fbmewhat of an Oval figure, ouc [tint 
one end, than a Hen-JEgge , and bigger and blunter at the ouicr , vhaa a 
Goofe egge. 

This Stone (fo he concludes) isintendedfor the i8<'y'»/5*c(V.?y, vvitb the 
Tellioiony of AQChirnrglony tnat perforn^.'d the Operation, and other Wi:- 
nefles of fpcciil credit ; where ahb will be annexed the f^tar.fier of 
Operation. 

It appears by this iaft claufe (to add that on this occafion) that this Well- 
wiiliec to the Improvement of all ufefull knowledge , has taken notice of that 
considerable CdU^lio^ of Curiojities y\htib/ prefented to the lately nam'd 
Society for their Refoftorj ^ by that Publick-minded Centleman Mr. 'D^- 
mel Coliv^li, a very worthy and ufeful Member of that Body : To which 
Repofitory vvhatfoevet is prefented as rare and curious, will be with great 
care, together with the 'Djmrs names and their BentfictHCi recorded, and the 
things preferved for ii.fter-ages, (probably much better and fafer, than in 
their own private Cabinets;) and in progreisof TimewiK be employed for 
canfidcrable Philofophical and Ufefull pucpofes ; of which perhaps nv)re 
largely in anotherplace. 

A Relation 
Of a kJKdpfWormS; that sai out Stones, 

This is taken out of a Letter, written by one M. ie U Vjji to M. Ati^'.ut, 
to be found in the 3 2 . Joamai dcs Sciv^ihs ; as follows. 

IN a great and very ancient Wall of Free-Stonein the Beaedittltts ALhy at 
Caen'mNormandj/, facing Southward, there are to be found many Stones 
fo eaten by Worms, that one may run his hand into mo(i of the Cavities j 
which are varioufly faQiion'd, like the Stones, which I have feen wrought 
with 10 much Art in i\\t Louvre tin thefe cavi ties there is abundance oflive- 
Worms,their excrement, and of that Stone-dull, thsyeat. Between many 
ofthe Cavities there remain but leaves, as it were, of Stone, very thin, 
whichpart them. I have taken fome of thefe living Worms, which I found 
in the eaten Stone, and put them into a Box with feveral bits of the Stone, 
leaving them there together for the fpace of eight dayes ; and then opening 
the Box, the Stone fsem'd to me eaten fo fenfibly , that I could no longer 
doabtofit. Ifendyou the Box and the Stones in it, together with che living 
Worms; and tofatisfieyourCuriofity, I iliall relate to you, whdt I hive 
obferved of them, both tvith and mthotit a Micrcfco^t. 



V z Thefe 



Thefe Worms are inclofed in a Shell, which is grayifli, and of the blgneis 
of a Barly-corn, ftarper at one end, than the other. By the means of an 
excellent .^;Vr<»/«;)/ I have obferv'd, that 'tis all overfpread with little 
Stones, and little greenifh Eggs ; and that there is at the Qiarpeft end a 
little hole, by which thefe Creatures caft out their excrement, and at the 
other end , a fomewhat bigger vvhole, through which they put out their 
heav's, and faften themfelves to the Stones , they gnaw. They are not fo 
Hiutap, but that fomecimes they come ou-t, and walk abroad. " Tbeyareali 
black, about two !.;««•/ of an Inch long, and three quarters of a L/^^ large. 
Their Body is dillinguilh't into feveralplyesj and near their head they have 
three feet on each fide, which have but two Joints, refemblmg thofe of a 
Lowfe. When they move, their Body is commonly upwards, with their 
mouth againft the Stone. They hive a big he^d, fomewhat flat, and even, 
of the colour of a Tortoife-Shell , brauniih , with fome fmall white hair. 
Th^ir mouth isalfo big ; where may be feen four kinds of Jaw-bones , lyin^, 
croflewife, which the;/ move continually, opening and fluitting thetn liie a 
pair ToiCompafff with four branches. The Jiws on both lidesof the month 
are all black j the nether- Jaw hath a point like the Sting of a Bee, but uni- 
form. They draw th reds out of their mouth .with their fore-feet, ufing 
that point to range thim, and to form th;ir Shells of them. They have Ten 
Eyes, very black and round, which appear to be bigger than a Pins-bead. 
There are five of them on each fide of t.he head, ftanding after this manner. 
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But befides thefe Worms, I have found; thut Mort4r Is cxtcn by an infinit 
number of fmall Creatures, of the bignefs of Cheefe- Mites. Thefe have but 
two Eyes, and are blackifii. They have four feet on each fide pretty long. 
The point of their Muzzel is very (harp, as that of a Spider. I fend you but 
one of them, though I had abundance, but they are dead and- loft. It may 
be, you'l find .feme at T^w, feeing that in the old Mortar betwixt Stones, 
that is found in Walls made with rubbit'b, there is great flore of them, toge- 
ther withgreat plenty of their little Eggs; I hivenot yet examined, whe- 
ther thefe be thofe, that in the furfsc'es of all the Stones, where they are 
met> with, make little round holes, and fmali traces and impreflions, which 
make them look like fVtrm-eattn pyiad. But 'tis probable, ih;y are fuch. It 
Hiould be obfe-\'cd, whether theie Worms do not take Wings , and all the 
other appearances of Cater-pillars ; and whether they arc not to be found 
inPlaifter, that is full of holes, in Bricks, in Greety Stones, and in Kocks, 

You may obferve more of them in Walls expofed to the Senih, than in 
others; and that the Worms, that eat the Stone, live longer, than thofe, 
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that eat the Mortar, which keep not above eigF. t dayes alive. I have obfcrved 
all their parts with a very good Microfcopey.mthout which , and a great deal 
of attention, 'tis difficult to fee them well. 

i have feen other very old Walls altogethcreaten, as thofe of the Temple 
itPArisy where I could find no Worms, but the Cavitits were full of Shells 
of various kinds, diverfly figur'd and turn'd : all which I believe to be little 
Animals pet-rified. 

Some promijcmus Obfervations , mads in Somerfet-fliire , and 
imparted hy the above-mention' d Dr. Beale. 

His words are thefe, in a Letter to the PMlJhtr, of the i^.Seftemh, 
1666. at TeovlUla.Semerfet^tre I 

I have two or three remarks , perhaps not unworthy to be recorded for 
further application in like caics of time and place. 

I. In the Moores from hence towards Frid^ewater , In the extreme 
drought, we have endured this Summer, Com; lengths ofpaHare grew much 
fooner withered and parched, than the other pafture. And this parched part 
reem'dtob:ar the length andihape (ingroffe) of Trees. They digg'd, and 
found, in the place, O/i^!?^ indeed, as black as Ebony. And hence they 
• have been inlkufted to find and uke lip many hundreds of Oakes , as a 
neighbour of good credit affures me. This advertifement may be infirudive 
-for other parts, is Kent., EJfex, Lincoln, Sec. 

z. My Coka Philips o( (JHunt ague his In his pafiures oi Sock^e, about 
three miles off, a large Pool, to which Pigeons refort ; but the Cattle will 
not drink of it, no not in the extream want of water in this drought. To the 
tarte it is not only brackilh, but hath other loathfome tafts. In a Venice- 
gl.afs it looked greeniih and clear, juft like the moft sreenifn Cider as fpon as 
it is perfe(5tly clarifyed. - 1 boyl'd a Pint of it in a "Pofnet of Bell-Mettall 
(commonly ufed to preferve Sweatmeats .•) fuddenly it yeilded a thick froth, 
whencalfcumm'dhalfafcoreSpoonfulls ; of which the indofed is a part. 
*SuflFfingthei water to be boyl'd all'awjy, it 

left much of the fame on the fides and bol- * 7fc« hiijommbat oft l^ktiplait 

tom of the Pofnet '^i^''- ^"' '^^ Exfcrlmnt being mxde 
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teles are fo cheap m the frofis of Winter, „^,„,.e and kind of h. may be hem 
that they vend them for little. Their abun- \nown. 
dance is from. hence-, that as the people 

walkj.in the fcofly Mornings, on the banks of the river, they difcern, to- 
wards the edges of the banks, fome parts wt jf)i)<ir<r, asiheteft, but ^r^^v? j 
where fcarchmg the holes of the banks, they find heaps of Eeles. 



